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Monday, August 16, 1999 
A Newsletter for the 
GRA N DVALLEY 
STATE U N I VER S I TY 
Community 
Volume 24, Number 4 
GVSU Names Director for New Van Andel 
Global Trade Institute 
Jeffrey F. Meyer has been named 
executive d irector of the Van Andel 
Global Trade Institute at GVSU. 
Meyer comes to Grand Valley from 
Wright State University in Dayton, 
Ohio, where he served since 1997 as 
the director of Internationa l Trade 
Programs. Meyer is also the executive 
director of the National Association of 
Small Business International Trade 
Educators. 
Meyer was attracted to the position 
at Grand Valley because he has 
worked in the past with Carol 
Sanchez, assistant professor of 
Management and director of the 
International Programs at the Seidman 
School of Business. He was impressed 
with GVSU's programs, as well as the 
business community in west Michigan. 
"This position is an opportunity to 
take something that's at a starting 
level and make an impact qu ickly on 
the amount of international trade in 
west Michigan ," says Meyer. "I plan to 
get out to the business community and 
find out where they are and w hat they 
hope to be in terms of international 
trade. Then I want to work in the first 
year to develop an infrastructure of 
training, consulting, information services 
and business planning all in relation to 
helping west Michigan businesses 
increase their international trade." 
While at Wright State Univers ity, 
Meyer consulted with more than 100 
companies on import/ export issues. He 
is co-editor of a new textbook on 
internationalizing business education , 
and has been quoted on the subject in 
Inc. and Entrepreneur magazines. 
The Van Andel Global Trade Institute 
is an autonomous unit within Grand 
Va lley's Seidman School of Business. 
Plans fo r the institute include lectures 
Jeflrey Meyer 
and seminars on developing interna-
tional business , language and culture 
tra ining, organized trade missions, 
exhibit space for loca l businesses , and 
bringing business leaders from othe r 
countries to Grand Rapids. 
Engineering Laboratories Building Named 
For Fred M. Keller 
Fred M. Keller, cha irman of 
Paragon Die and Engineering Compa-
ny in Grand Rapids, operated a virtual 
reality robot to break ground for 
Grand Va lley's newest addition to the 
Grand Rapids campus on August 6. 
The ceremonies took place at the site 
of the Fred M. Keller Engineering 
Laboratories Building, which is located 
next to the Eberhard Center and the 
Meijer Public Broadcast Center along 
Fulton Street in downtown 
Grand Rapids . 
Fred M. Keller 
controlled a 
virtual reality 
backhoe robot in 
order to bi·eak 
ground on the 
new Engineering 
Laboratories 
Building. 
Pictured with 
Ke/lei; are senior 
engineering 
students who 
worked on the 
robot: Mike 
Karlesky, Ron 
DeVos, and 
Brian Kuieck. 
The GVSU Forum is 
published by the O ffice o f 
University Communications 
every Monday w hen classes are 
in session and biweekly during 
the summer. The submission 
deadline is Tuesday noon. Send 
publica tion items to Kathleen 
Adams, editor, c/ o the FOR UM 
cc:Mail box. From o ff campus, 
email forum@gvsu.edu. 
Telephone: 616-895-2221. Fax: 
616-895-2250. Visit FORUM 
ONLINE on the World Wide Web 
at: www.gvsu .edu/ 
Faculty and staff members 
can find an online "Sketches" 
submission form on the Web Site. 
Across Campus 
Participants Needed for Self-
Instructional Language Pilot 
The Department of Modern Languages 
and Lite ratures will be conducting an 
experimental pilot program in self-instruc-
tional Italian and Spanish and is seeking 
self-motivated individuals inte rested in 
participating. The courses will be offered 
free to students, fa culty and staff members . 
Participants must purchase the textbooks at 
the ir own expense. 
The 12-week program will focus on the 
development of conversational skills in the 
Coming Events 
Convocation Marks Start 
Of New Academic Year 
The Fall Convocation will be held on 
Friday, August 27, at 10:30 a. m. in the Louis 
Armstrong Theatre in the Performing Arts 
Center. President A.rend D. Lubbers, Aca-
demic Senate Chairman Patrick Thorpe, and 
Student Senate President Scott Henne will 
offer greetings and thoughts on the upcom-
ing academic year. 
Lu bbers will also present the Outstanding 
Teacher Awa rd and introduce new student 
scholars. Seven fac ulty members w ill be 
recognized for 25 years of academic service 
to Grand Valley. They include : Constance M. 
Jones , associate professor of English , 
Stanton C. Lindquist, professor of Account-
ing, Harvey ]. Nikkel, professor of Chem-
istry, M. Christine O'Connor, professor of 
Psychology, Ronald B. Poitras, associate 
professor of Anthropology and Socio logy, 
Margaret B. Procto r, associate professor of 
2 
target language. The self-instructional 
language program is designed fo r individu-
als who are interested in developing some 
conversational ability in a language for 
professional reasons o r travel abroad. The 
students will meet twice a week with a 
native speaker for sessions designed to 
practice pronunciation and comprehension. 
Class size will be limited to e ight to 10 
students in order to provide plenty of 
opportunity for verbal practice. 
For more information , contact Diane 
Wright, x3670, or Mayuko Nakamura, x2513. 
Communications, and John P. Shontz, 
professor of Biology. Lubbers will also 
recognize members of the Pioneer Faculty. 
Pete r Scott, vice-chancello r at Kingston 
University, will deliver the convocation 
address. Scott will receive an hono rary 
doctor of letters degree during the convoca-
tion. 
Prior to the ceremony, all fa culty and 
staff members are invited to a 9 a .m. 
reception in the atrium area of Herny Hall. 
All individuals who plan to process will 
robe in Henry Hall 's north atrium area and 
then process at 10:15 a.m. to the Louis 
Armstrong Theatre for the convocation. 
Fo llowing the convocation ceremony, 
faculty and staff members are invited to 
"The Fine Art of Contempora1y Children 's 
Book Illustration" art exhibit in the Art 
Galle1y in the Performing Arts Center. 
Rev Up for Second Annual 
Grand Prix TGIF 
Faculty and staff members are invited to 
attend the University Club Grand Prix TGIF 
in downtown Grand Rapids, which will run 
from 3-7:30 p .m. on Friday, August 27, in 
Lot A of the Eberhard Cente r. 
Shuttle bus service from the Allendale 
campus w ill be available and is stro ngly 
encouraged since downtown GVSU parking 
is ve1y limited. A special parking ticket is 
required to park in Lot D during the event. 
Call the Human Resources Offi ce at 
x2215, by August 20, for tickets. 
